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“He is not a man, he is a civil war,” said a shrewd observerdds!icerning 
fds 


a certain person. oy 
‘at & 
To a degree that is true of all of us. | POR. G 


In the New Testament the most outspoken statement of thifiaghets th the 
seventh chapter of Romans. There Paul frankly admitted that + ask 
self he found two selves, one that knew what it ought to do, put gt ES no not, 
and one that sincerely tried to follow the will of God, but too Oyo) ‘ailed. 
It seemed to Paul, looking back, that for much of his life the wron,' you f had 
been in control. ge the 

In a similar mood the great evangelist Dwight L. Moody ones ; is ark- 
ed that he had more trouble with himself than with any other bel a he 


had ever met. Christina Rossetti voiced the same conviction when “ote: 
‘God harden me against myself, Myself, arch-traitor to my of, 
This coward with pathetic voice, My hollowest friend, my de. that; *yet 
Who craves for ease and rest and joys. My clog whichever way I, os 
jFaced with this desperate situation of finding the wrong se “Vays 


present, and sometimes in growing control, people may try to a 3 ie 
from themselves. A cartoonist pictured a woman on board a cru. hi in 
mid-ocean, saying to a travelling companion, “I took this trip. if. 180 gf get 
away from myself.” But it takes more than long leagues of ocean (7 "a" hat; 
wherever we go our problem goes with us. eee 
We may = the wings of the morning, and dwell in the »ple is ost 
parts of the sea,” but the self we were trying to run away from is.:ey entse 
at hand. The solution to our civil war cannot be found in flight. cf Onin 
It can be found, strangely enough, only when we are capturede Bere 
Matheson, the blind preacher and poet of Edinburgh, pointed the: 5 we to “<a 
the finding of true selfhood when he cried: . ‘2 


istians » 


Make me a captive, Lord, aa 
And then I shall be free. —. 
Force me to render up my sword, ba es . 


£ 
P 


And-I shall conqueror be. 


The only way to find our true self is to find God. Like the Prodigal Son, | 
we come to ourselves only when we return to him. As his divine resources © 
sweep into our lives, overcoming the evil and strengthening the good, like » 
Paul we know that we have found the answer to the desperate question, 
“Who will deliver me from this body of death?” The answer is, “Thanks 
be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!” 


Ro See a ee 


—United Church Observer 
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News and Notes 
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Eugene, Oregon—The aw the Lutheran Church, “Pro Deo et Patria” will 
be presented on Scout S «| to three boys of Scout Troop 115. In photo 
above Rev. Edward R. ‘ nity en, of Emmaus Lutheran Church goes over the 
presentation ceremony y _ © boys, (left to right) Phillip Christensen, John 
Andersen, and Richard ; sar Scoutmaster Atlef Moss looks on. 


PO). —Photo by Register-Guard, Eugene, Ore. 
> vagtis : 
alge és é 
i ho grove in front of our house and over 


PLEASE NOTE: , ~ 

The appeal ad which op du Ss on 

page 15 of this issue Adellien have 

been run in the Februs .;"¢. issue 

with the article entitled vi -New 

Fields in Home Missions;2" en M. 
oa 


the tops of the trees we see the moun- 
tains. They are covered with snow 
now. We like the people here and 
shall soon find work for Leroy. 
Yours in His service, 
Florence Thompson 


Matthiesen. yeh te 


Des Moines, Ilowa—After nearly 114% 
years at Des Moines, the Rev. Ervin 
Bondo terminated his ministry at 
Highland Park Lutheran Church, hay- 
ing accepted a call to Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church in Racine, Wiscon- 


i 
oC 
8 

~ 
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February 16th issue >. 
this article. = 5 
a Soe Ps 

: Sa i 3 ao ; 

Mrs. Florence Thomy’ tife of 


the late Alfred Thon Ds: ine sionary 
** to Sudan. 4 5. 
wee 


‘Dear Friends: Just a’ “to our im. 
friends to tell you all roy and A recognition program was held in 
I are quite well now. a a very the Fellowship Hall of the church Sun- 
severe illness before aas\ but day afternoon, January 12. Repre- 
am much better. I ui...>tosend sentatives of the various organiza- 
- Christmas Cards but we tions gave tributes and the members 


= thought of our mar® friends et of the church presented a purse of 
- money to the Bondo family as a going- 


away present. 
On Sunday, January 19, the entire 


Sunday School honored Pastor and 
Mrs. Bondo, both of whom were en- 


nge of ¢ dress: It 
_ is Box 163 Alta Loma, Calif. Alta 
- Loma is a beautiful town near the 
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Much of our news is received from Re- 
ligious News Service, and the News 
Bureau of the National Lutheran Council. 


gaged on the Sunday School stati 
with a short program. The Sunda 


A 


School also presented a gift on 
occasion. A book of memories, c0z 
taining pictures from the two Sund 
activities was also presented. - 
Pews for the new addition to th 
sanctuary had been installed the wee 
prior to January 19, increasing t 
regular seating capacity to 325. Pevi 
for the choir loft also were installed 
During the interim between pasta 
the Rev. F. C. M. Hansen now of Bis 
Nebraska, is serving the church ~ 
week-ends. The Rev. O. E. Turnquii 
of Iowa Lutheran Hospital assists w 
Lenten services. ; 


Sidney, Montana—Pella Luthere 
Church, Rev. Stanley Larsen, Pastod 
Harold Laursen, Intern. : | 

The inclement weather has er | 
hampered our building activities di 
winter. Pella will have Mission m 
ings February 22-25 as in the | pa 
years. Pastor Reynold Tange of Lue 


Wisconsin, will be the guest speak r 


aad 


1 


come The Women of Pella Luthere 
Church, meeting monthly as 1 es 
Also we have our Circles, meetin 
once a month. These Circles are 
tually the working groups of our 03 
ganization. S 
We have now begun the use of 
new hymnals and also the new litt 
At the congregational meeting 
was decided to proceed with the 3 
decorating of the church and tH 
council also decided to install a speall 
ing system. &s 
Several new groups have been 6 
ganized in the church. A Gold 
Fellowship Band for the older m 
bers, which will meet once a me 
And a post high group, The Luthe 
Club, which meets twice a month. 
Pella is looking forward with g 
anticipation to being host to 
Synodical Convention June 18-23. 
various committees have been ¢ iyi 
with preparations for this importai 
event. es 
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Racine, Wis.—Immanuel Lut 


Church, Racine, Wis., Rev. Ci 
Hansen, pastor, has a baptized 
bership of 1136, which is a gain a 
during the past year. It voted a 
set of $40,000.00 for 1959. It h aS 
debt of close to $100,000. = © 

(Continued on page 14) | 


JOHN M. ge Ea 


Viborg, South Dakota 


r in advance; foreign count 
sent to the editor at 
Northfield, Minn. A 


litorials and Comments 


MISSOURI DECLINES 


1e, National Lutheran Council held its annual conven- 
-at Milwaukee in Early February. The NLC is a joint 
icy of eight Lutheran bodies comprising over two-thirds 
imerican Lutherans. This agency has done a remarkable 
K the past 41 years. It has provided joint Lutheran 
‘ice to the military forces, it has an excellent student 
k on university and college campuses, and its work 
oordinating home mission and other work has been 
able. The NLC is best known among the readers through 
‘Lutheran World Action which has supported foreign 
sions, performed great relief work in foreign countries. 
nk of the used clothing collected and sent to needy 
ntries. All thoughtful Christians thank God for NLC. 
Norman Menter is president of the Council and Dr. Paul 
Empie executive director. 


me Missouri Synod also cooperates with NLC in a few 
gs, and it has been the hope the Missouri Lutherans 
soon take steps toward joining the Council. But 
‘president of Mo. Synod wrote to the Council that it 
“decided to decline the invitation to meet with the NLC 
‘exploratory talks. Dr. Martin E. Marty writes in the 
istian Century that the NLC had met the terms always 
by the Mo. Synod: The discussions would have to include 
lo gical conversations. 


. Marty wonders why Dr. Behnken wrote the letter. 
is Marty, “Was it a campaign document for Missouri 


ir. Marty who, as we understand, belongs to the Mo. 
od himself, holds that Dr. Behnken only offered some 
y lame excuses. We quote Mr. Marty: 


Onsin synodical fluxion at close range. He was right 

he wrote that the N.L.C. is suffering from the fact 
ssouri has “too much work in its own back yard.” 
the letter chose to blame the N.L.C. groups instead. 
ders usually observe that differences not in theology 
ers see none) but in theological “feel” and practice 
‘eater within than between all the Lutheran synods, 
g Missouri—which hates to admit it. In insecurity 
als acted abruptly. The sideshow door-slamming 
e noise and the news. The N.L.C. was the innocent 
So were the countless embarrassed and hurt folks 
ouri who have been working quietly toward reunion 
2 churches and who are now anguished by the radical- 
of its officials. 


invitation still stands, still on Milissouri’s classic 
Nothing need be changed, except the hurt of the 
;. The issue is in focus: the invitation is not for 
now to merge or to join, but to explore. Its joining 
,C. is not likely to usher in the eschaton (at least 
think it will), but it would be the symbol of a Chris- 
cern which the Milwaukee letter, received in be- 
ment and tears, lacks. The ecumenical cause will 
when conferences like Milwaukee can forget the 
and get back to the main event.” 
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GET ALONG WELL IN THIS WORLD 
IS ALL THAT MATTERS 


By Soren Kierkegaard 


Soren Kierkegaard writes about preaching and Christ’s P. 
suffering. His remarks seem most appropriate today ans = _ 
also for the season of Lent. He discusses the confusion in <0e 
preaching and says: - 2 


“The confusion is always caused by the fact that while the 7 


a4 


pastor preaches the hearer places himself on a lower plane, a 
of ideas, and the pastor forgets to pry the hearer out Ge 

those ideas. Let us take this example. The pastor preach#@) ag 
about the fact that Christ did not talk back when Bley 


abused him. The preacher says that we should imitate — . 
Christ and not answer abuse with abuse. The hearer Liss 
tens piously and he may draw this conclusion: If I follow - , 
the pastor’s advice (not to answer) I will no doubt ge. along. 
better in this-world. But this is just the problem. | 
people think that it all depends on getting along a : é 
possible in this world, and with this in mind we like | to 

Christians. What a depth of confusion, and thus 000. 
preachers preach and millions hear. a ‘ee se 


es 


crucified?’ Evidently because he did agit answer abeles wit oe 
abuse. If you abuse when you are abused you will get <= of 
along well in this world. But you may be sure of the most — <S 
bitter persecution if you have the sublime grace not to 
answer abuse with abuse. There is nothing this world hates © 
more. If Socrates only had begun to abuse his accusers he “2 
would not have been condemned. 


“When the pastor preaches that Christ prayed for his 
enemies, the hearer draws the conclusion: If I do the same ; 
I shall do well in the world. You see, there it is» again. 

No, no, if you were accused and given a life sentence and 
then in a sublime mood prayed for your enemies, you may z 
be sure to be executed. Nothing in the world makes 
people more bitter against you than if you pray for your | 
enemies. = 


“But the thing that helps people is that they do not notice 
the confusion, for all week they entertain completely dif- 
ferent ideas. The confusing factor in Christianity is that it 
is preached and heard from the point of view that the im- 
portant thing is to do well in this world. = 


es ar ih 
roe" aA 2 eee es 


“TI should say so, all true Christians got along well in this 
world!” 2s 
Kierkegaard 


Do you get the irony in this statement? 


knows that many true Christians were often treated as { 
Christ was treated. a 
MORAL AND RELIGIOUS COURAGE : 

Soren Kierkegaard once wrote: A man must have moral 


courage to grieve, but religious courage to be happy. This 
is a way of putting Christianity where it ought to be. It 
takes man and lifts him up in a higher sphere. It is in line — 
with Luther when he sings: What though they take this 
life, Goods, honor, child and wife? Their hatred still is : 
vain, They have no lasting gain; We still possess the king- 
dom. 
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“Ay 
__% PERTINENT FACTS 
DeONCERNING THE 

‘TIONAL LUTHERAN COUNCIL 
National Lutheran Council, 


~ Dif-ganized during World War I as a co- 
Yyigerative agency to further mutual 
- Sjnuerests and activities of the Lutheran 
_ > Chiirches in America. 
|; might church bodies with a con- 
SA CELE ay =p 
stituency of more than five million 
ge ers, or about two-thirds of 
“By ( ican Lutheranism, are repre- 
— din the Council. They are: 
62 Lutheran Church in Ameri- 
96,000 members); Evangelical 
Church (1,085,000); Ameri- 
utheran Church (973,000); Au- 
; | Lutheran Church (576,000); 
4 heran Free Church (77,000); United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church (65,000); 
Suomi Synod (38,000); and American 
Evangelical Lutheran Church (23,000). 
Although the 2,228,000-member Lu- 
theran Church—Missouri Synod is not 
affiliated with the Council, it coop- 
erates in several phases of its pro- 
gram, notably, in the Lutheran Ser- 
vice Commission, the Lutheran Refu- 
gee Service and Lutheran World Re- 
lief. Currently, approaches are being 
made to the Missouri Synod toward 
; possible membership in the NLC and 
___ the Lutheran World Federation. 


Cooperation in the Commission for 

_ Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Welfare during 

World War I convinced many Lu- 

theran leaders that their various 

~ church bodies could work together 

and that large responsibilies—too great 

for any single group to undertake 

alone—could easily be borne by a 
common cooperative agency. 


ef After several preliminary meetings, 
j the National Lutheran Council was 
formally organized in Chicago on Sept. 
6, 1918, and immediately embarked on 
a program of united action to meet 
general and specific needs and prob- 
* _lems. : 
a In its formative years, the Council’s 
major efforts were devoted to the 
_ pressing problem of aid to needy Lu- 
therans in Europe. From 1919 to 1925, 
more than $7 million was raised to 
provide food, clothing, shelter and 
spiritual care to war victims abroad. 
During the next 15 years, the Coun- 
cil undertook an ever-expanding pro- 
gram of service to its participating 
bodies on the domestic front, carrying 
on work in various fields of endeavor 
where coordination or joint activity 
proved desirable and feasible. 
Then again in World War II, the 


eae. 
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Church News from here and there 


NLC was called upon to assume 2 
healing ministry of relief and re- 
habilitation activities throughout the 
world. Now regarded as a permanent 
necessity to meet both spiritual and 
material needs in all parts of the 
globe, the program has raised more 
than $147 million in cash and goods 
for these causes. 


Through its annual financial appeal 
known as Lutheran World Action— 
Love’s Working Arm—more than $53 
million has been contributed since 
1940 through the 11,000 local congre- 
gations affiliated with the participat- 
ing bodies of the Council. 


In addition, nearly $94 million in 
food, clothing, medicines and other 
supplies has been shipped to 30 coun- 
tries and areas around the world in 
the past 12 years by Lutheran World 
Relief, Inc., the material aid agency 
of the Council. 


The entire program of LWA and 
LWR has been over and above the 
regular on-going work of the various 
church bodies. It marks the greatest 
relief effort ever undertaken by the 
Lutheran Churches in America or by 
any denomination within American 
Protestantism. 


During 1947, the activities of the 
Lutheran World Federation in the 
United States were consolidated in the 
National Lutheran Council. By this 
action, the Council became the U.S.A. 
Committee for the LWF, and thereby 
assumed larger responsibilities and in- 
creased importance. Acting as this 
committee, the Council is responsible 
for the allocation of emergency funds 
raised by Lutheran World Action, a 
major share of which is now channeled 
through the Federation. 


Late in 1955, a further step was 
taken to facilitate the cooperation of 
the NLC with the program of the LWF 
which, with 61 member churches in 
32 countries, serves nearly 50 million 
of the estimated 70 million Lutherans 
in the world. A Division of Lutheran 
World Federation Affairs was organ- 
ized to achieve closer coordination be- 
tween the NLC agencies engaged in 
overseas activities and their counter- 
parts in the Federation. 


The Council is active in many fields 
in behalf of its participating bodies, 
including social welfare, student work, 
public relations, research and statis- 
tics, American missions, service to 
military personnel, ministry to hos- 
pitalized veterans, Latin American 
missions, aid to foreign missions cut 


relief abroad. i 

The Council has its national hee 
quarters in New York City, occupy. 
its own building at 50 Madison avens 
Offices are also maintained in Chica p 
Ill., and Washington, D. (O 


| 
| 
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SEES END OF STRICTLY WOMEN’ 
CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS 


Men are almost ready to join 4 
ladies aid. And church women ¢@ 
nearly ready to admit them, accord: 
to the national president of the Wo 
en’s Society of World Service of t 
Evangelical United Brethren Chure 


The ladies aid isn’t what it used! 
be, said Mrs. Wilbur C. Harr, Nag 
ville, Ill. 


“You can’t go along today in | 
and buggy ways, or even Model | 
ways. You must streamline,” 2 
Mrs. Harr. 


A combination of circumstances 
lead to the end of the strictly wo? 
an’s organization, she explain 
Among them: -§ 


Many women today work ful 
part time and aren’t available 3 
afternoon meetings. 


Today, more women have acti 
interests in the community, outs# 
the home. . | 

Since the war, men’s and wome2 
interests have been merging, in 
home and out of it. When wome 
mission groups began 100 years é 
men were not much interested in 
unchurched. “heathen” across = 
oceans. Today, men are fully as | 
formed and interested in what goes 


across the oceans as women, _ 
%, 
“Togetherness” prevails in 


homes. Women do not want to 
their husbands for evening meetir 
transportation and baby-sittin 
lems make it difficult for wor 
leave in the afternoons. Coupl 
families want to spend their time t 
gether. . Si 


Mrs. Harr believes church ¢ 
zations may move to consolidat 
that husband, wife and older you 
sters all belong to the same gr 


In the mission area, she poins 
some congregations already hi 
“committee on missions” com: 
men, women and children. __ 

ne 


Such all-inclusive orga 
won’t be developed without 
from some church women. 

“Some women are ft 7 
won’t want to give up th 
right to mission interests,” s 

; oy a ed i 
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Our Foreign Mission Fields 


LOOK AT WESTERN PARANA 


By Peter E. Mathiasen 


(The trip described in this article 
was made in Brazil by our new 
missionary together with other 
Missionaries to study the field.) 
This article was written by mis- 
mary Peter Mathiasen who, together 
th the other new missionaries to 
azil, just completed a survey trip 
Western Parana. The object of this 
¥ was both to observe the existing 
wk begun by the World Mission 
ayer League and taken over by our 
ission, and to view areas for expan- 
m. 
= 


4 
At last we have seen one of the 
= of Brazil, an opportunity to 
we have looked forward so long. 
e who have been studying at lan- 
age school have had the interesting 
e: ience of traveling, together with 
two missionaries already on the 
ld, through western Parana. This 
a@_section of Brazil which up till the 
st ten years has been almost entirely 
nhabited, but which has been open- 
g up in recent years, with towns 
ing up where only thick forests 
d before. Here we spent the 
st three days of 1958 becoming ac- 
ainted with that area where we will 
st likely be working at the comple- 
of language school. We visited 
cities and towns, talked to mayors, 
cipal administrators, storekeepers, 
ers and others, all in an effort to 
where we should open our first 
on centers. 
we left Cianorte, we went 
and west, traveling until we 
e to the Parana River, the divi- 
at that point between two states, 
later on the boundary between 
and Paraguay. Upon leaving 
arte we were surrounded by cof- 
bushes in every direction as far 
the eye could see. Coffee is the 
crop, and the prime reason for 
ance of land where there is other- 
hick forest. Mixed in with the 
between the rows, we would 
ious kinds of other crops, most- 
e and cotton, but also corn and 
an It was truly a marvel to 
ghat these many miles of 
fields were not only planted, 


anization—only a simple hoe and lots 
of manpower. 

In these vast areas of coffee fields 
we found the various towns we had 
come to survey; Nova Esperanca, Alto 
Parana, Paranavai and other smaller 
towns. It was of great interest to us 
to see these towns, two of them with 
populations of fifteen thousand people, 
where we were told there had only 
been dense forests 10 years ago. 

Always upon entering the towns we 
saw the same type of construction; 
unpainted wooden houses with tile 
roofs, stores lining the main street, 
generally somewhat shabby but never- 
theless selling almost everything im- 
aginable, and unpaved streets some- 
times with sidewalks, sometimes with 
board walks and sometimes only with 
footpaths. Most amazing for us to see 
was the city of lLoanda, literally 
carved out of the wilderness which 
still surrounded it. Already it had a 
population of some 7 or 8 thousand 
people though located just 20 miles 
from the Parana River. It was in 
traveling from this city to another 
cluster of towns considerably to the 
south that we traversed some very 
rugged country and roads. We trav- 
eled on trunk and state highways, or 
at least they were so marked on the 
map. Often these were nothing but 
two tracks with grass growing in the 
middle through forests so thick that 
you could see sky only by looking 
straight up. There were stretches of 
road for many miles without towns or 
even a lonely house. Though there 
had been no rain, we came through 
water holes with water up to the 
floor boards of the Jeep, and sandy 
spots requiring traction in all four 
wheels. If we came to no other con- 
clusions in these miles of travel, we 
were all convinced that the only car 
for Parana is the Jeep. It was a real 
joy to begin to see clearings again as 
we neared the cities of Xambre, 
Umuarama and Cruzeiro do Oeste. It 
was only later that we learned we had 
traveled through the very area in 


“which a primitive Indian tribe de- 
-scribed in the January 5 issue of Time 


was located. 
Many impressions stayed with us 


after these days of travel, but among 


them were several outstanding ones. 
(Concluded on page 13) 


Passing a truck on a forest road in 


‘A Brazilian Sunday School 


“Our Foreign Mission Fields” 
is edited by Rev. K. R. Jensen, 
Minden, Nebr. 


Studying the road map of 
Western Parana yA 


the jungles of Western Parana — 


By M. Jorgensen 


A Meditation based on II Cor. 6:1-10 


the great apostle Paul, who makes the assertion and 
; of himself—and in a measure of all who are truly 
‘olic—as a pauper, who nevertheless makes many rich. 
lis assertion is given a significant setting. For he writes 
self and of those who have been captured by the truly 
¢ as “working together with God,” he explains the 
gp of “the acceptable time” and “the day of salva- 
he lists some of the trials that confronts him and 
ciates as well as some of the qualifications whereby 
e is possible. 


‘w of his relationship with God, the meaning of time 
esult of God’s grace in his own life, Paul considers 
pauper who makes many rich. 


er is a person who depends on mercy in order to 
assert, then, that one who depends. on mercy is 
of wealth appears at first very absurd. History in 
Us of the rich becoming richer and the poor be- 
oorer till the demonic powers of greed, envy and 
stroy the poor and the rich alike. 


Bu € apostolic assertion remains: A pauper, yet a means 
wealth! 


How can these things be? 


_ Paul, who makes the assertion, was a Jew from Tarsus, a 
‘man of Greek learning, a citizen of Rome, a bondservant 
_ of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle and entrusted with 
: a message of mercy from God to all people. 


es In a sense he was poor. He possessed perhaps nothing 
___ but the needle of a traveling tentmaker. Or was even that 
needle borrowed? In another sense he was rich. For to 


_ him was grace given to preach to the Gentiles the unsearch- 
able riches of Christ. 


_. There are two kinds of wealth: the tangible and the in- 
_ tangible. The tangible wealth man can count or weigh or 
a measure and in a way control. The intangible wealth man 
ms can neither count, nor measure, but it often empowers and 
controls man. 

_ +-We have been led to believe that wealth is money, fields 
er yielding big harvests, bins bursting with grain, tractors 
a: charged with power and cars and planes with unlimited 


_ speed. The non-believing man lives and fights and dies for 
such tangible wealth. 


aes 


: There is another kind of wealth, the kind that all the gold 
stored at Fort Knox can not purchase. There is, for in- 
_ stance, the deep-seated assurance that God has given me 
life, there is an aroused and yet a serene conscience, good 
= _ will—Christian people call it love—to the neighbor, even 
* to the competitor, the opponent and the enemy, and the 
_ confidence that God is able to overrule all human errors 
and make all things work together for good to those who 
love Him. 
=, The apostle was poor in tangible wealth, but in this his 
_ poverty he was a means of disbursing intangible riches. 


_ In spite of his material poverty he had a way of getting 
a around in the world. He was not a stranger in the Arabian 
_ desert; he knew of imprisonment and of shipwreck; he 
_ appeared to have a preference for the larger cities, 


Pastor Jorgensen serves Immanuel Lutheran Chu 


Hampton, Nebraska. 


Wherever he went—he did not shy away from the le 
cities—he came empty-handed, yet with a spirit full 
running over with spiritual riches. 


He came to Jerusalem, the capital of the Jews. He 
tered the Jewish church council and insisted: God i 
a respecter of persons—all men are precious before f 
the gospel is also for the Gentiles. But read it yourse 
Acts 15. P| 

He came to Athens, the capital of the Greeks, the cen 
of culture and many religions. Somehow he gained a 
to the rostrum of the public square. Before the cul un 
who had become skeptical, and the vulgar, who had beco 
superstitious, he witnesses: There is the resurrection of 
dead—there is the day of judgment coming—there is a | 
who gives to man the privilege to repent of sins and to 
a new life. But read it yourself in Acts 17. — 

He came to Rome, the capital of the mighty empire 
center of power, of order, of legal justice. But the Roi 
power and order and justice had turned to corruption ¢ 
chaos had struck the abyss, when a Roman governor } 
examined the Christ, had found him without sin and : 
given his consent that he be crucified. But to exhau 
Rome the apostle offered real power, the power of Ga 
salvation. ; 

It was the intangible wealth entrusted to him by 
Paul would convey to others: the right relationship — 
God and the neighbor, and the right attitude to th 
which is and the life which is to come. 


) 


| 


He 


How can these things be here and now? : 

The assertion of the apostle is for us of today to pon 
if we want to continue apostolic. 

To be a pauper disbursing wealth begins befo 
Before God even the saints acknowledge poverty and | 
tinue paupers. a 

No man will accept the intangible wealth and no m 
attempt to disburse the intangible wealth unless _ 
grateful recipient of God’s mercy. : a 

Our travels are not likely to take us to Jeruss 
Athens, or to Rome. It will not be necessary. . 
Athens and Rome have come to us. 

We live among Jews— people who have never | 
that God is not a respecter of persons. We liv 
Greeks — people who have become skeptical and sur 
tious and whose culture has become demonic. We liv . 
Romans — people whose power has become frailty, +: 
glory has turned to ashes, whose dreams have | 
nightmares. . " 

God, however, remains concerned about the Jews 
Greeks and the Romans of every generation. He 
nothing that he hath made and doth forgive sins of 
who are penitent.” His Purpose is to convey of | 
riches and he wants men and women, who daily « 
his mercy, to disburse the intangible wealth. * 

Confront the modern Jew and Greek and Ro 
vidually and collectively, and renew their lives 
life-giving truths; God is not a respecter of Lp 
presents man with the privilege and respons 
pentance, of judgment, of eternal life—God’s po 
perfect in man’s weakness! ‘ Se 

This was the apostle’s way, and it remains 
way, to work with God in the day of gr 
pauper, yet a means of grace. : 
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When Vacation Church Schools open 
ext summer some three hundred 
1ousand children will have a brand 
ew series of courses to keep them 
ippily occupied. For the second con- 
cutive year, the Departments of 
arish Education of the three Churches 
t will soon unite to form The 
rican Lutheran Church have 
sntly prepared and published a 
se for VCS. In addition to these 
ee, the Lutheran Free Church has 
1 an advisory member on the com- 
ee which did the planning, and 
LFC children will be using the 
rse, too. 


Last year’s course dealt with the 
rst Part of Luther’s Catechism, the 
w, or the Ten Commandments. This 
s subject is the Second Part, the 
d. Fittingly, the title of the en- 
series is “We Believe.” One of 
purposes of the course is to teach 
children that they are part of a 
id-wide communion of children 
confess the same faith. Wher- 
the children are, anywhere in 
world; whatever language they 
k and read; whether they are red 
ellow or black or white, they are 
ed because they have the same 


When they say, “We Be- 
..” they learn that they all 
ve Ske 


“special effort has been made in 
1959 series to relate the Vacation 
urch School to the home. There- 
re a beautiful booklet meant espe- 
ly for the parents is included. 
ttingly, it is entitled, We Believe — 
Lt t Home. Each day’s activities are 
ed. Suggestions are made as to 
the material the child brings 
may be used. Family devo- 
are outlined. The whole idea is 
e it possible for the family to 
VCS together. 
‘ther special feature is a Super- 
ient’s Guide. Every aspect of 
chool leader’s work has been 
into consideration. For example, 
er-all chart makes it possible for 
e superintendent to know exactly 
is happening each day. There 
ilso suggestions for adapting the 
n to fit a school of any size, 


- It has been prepared for use 
ge levels, and each level has 
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We Believe 


By Fernanda U. Malmin 


Primary—grades 1, 2, and 3 (yellow) 

Junior—grades 4, 5, and 6 (grey) 

Intermediate—grades 17, 8, and 9 
(green. 

For each grade level there is a 
child’s Workbook, an Activity Packet, 
and a Teacher’s Guide. The cover of 
each emphasizes the color which is 
the identifying mark of the particular 
level. 

Shall we take a look at some of the 
details? Here is a brief summary: 


Kindergarten 

In the Workbook, Biblical truths, 
such as Baptism and Forgiveness, are 
told in the language of the four and 
five year old. There are movable 
figures of a family: father and mother, 
the twins, Karen and Karl; the baby 
Peter. To the child these figures be- 
come “real” as they sit, bow their 
heads, kneel in prayer, or go to bed. 
At the close of the course, the child 
will have as his “very own” a booklet 
containing all these things. Even a 
four and five year old has learned 
what “We believe.” 

The Activity Packet relates the 
school activities to the home. There is 
a table centerpiece with eight Scrip- 
ture placecards. There are song books 
to use in family worship. A worship 
center picture with eight Bible verse 
ecards include suggestions as to how 
the child may share with the rest of 
the family what he has learned at 
school. 


Primary 

The Workbook for the Primary level 
presents Bible stories, word-and-pic- 
ture exercises, songs, puzzles, and 
other material—all intended to em- 
phasize our faith as expressed in the 
Apostles’ Creed. The words are 
simple, the type is large, and there 
are many things-to-do. 

Eight pages of cut-outs include an 
illustrated chart of the One Hundredth 
Psalm. There are also a box movie, 
a Bible verse chart, a Creed chart, a 


booklet on Jesus’ birth, and a wall 


plaque. There are stories about what 
children around the world do. So the 
child learns to know about and take 
interest in what fellow Christians of 
his own age all over the world are 
doing. 

The Activity Packet for this age 
level is made up of ten “take-home” 
items: pipe cleaner animals, a slip 
card showing Jesus stilling the storm, 
a plastic place mat, a pop-up book 


‘ book. There are lessons on the wis- — 


Led 
t 


plate, a paper bag puppet, a church 
mobile, and a Christian flag. 


Junior 

For the Juniors the Workbook is 
filled with Bible story exercises, every- 
day problem situations, puzzles, and 
stories. The purpose is to help the 
child relive the experiences of some of 
the heroes of the Bible. He will learn 
how Peter may have felt when he 
walked on the water; how Paul prob- 
ably felt when he stood in the pres- 
ence of a king. The child will be en- — 
couraged to think out for himself the 
difference his faith makes in his life; — 
to understand that what he believes 
does make a difference. 

“Pete the Puzzzler’ adds an element 
of fun and suspense. A “trip around 
the world” to visit other Christian 
children helps also those of this age 
level to learn that there are people all — 
over the world who believe as we be- ~ 
lieve. x 

In their Activity Packet the Juniors — 
will find a fascinating new game, — 
“Come Along.” Each child assembles — 
his own game and plays it both with — 
the other children at school and also — 
at home. In this game the mission 
plane, “The St. Paul,” takes the chil- 
dren on a globe-circling tour to visit — 
Christians in Japan, Hong Kong, New | 
Guinea, India, Germany, Madsgieas 
Africa, and South America. 

Intermediates = 

The importance of the Creed in the — 
life of the child and the life of the ~ 
Church is the main point of the Work- 


dom and power of God, the meaning ~ 
of the ministry of Jesus, the work of ~ 
the Holy Spirit. It is the Third Ar-— 
ticle of the Creed which receives the — 
greatest emphasis in this book. There is 
are also Bible studies, experience-cen 
tered stories, a study of Christian — 
symbols and a series of “Guess Who” — 
games concerning heroes of the faith. — 
The pupils are encouraged to use their — 
Bibles. A study of Lutheran Churches — 
around the world helps give an under- | 
standing of what is meant by the i 
Communion of Saints. P 

The Activity Packet provides mé 
terials for making a large Christia 
Calendar and a Bulletin Board. g 
movable chart gives the key to yr : 
entire Church Year, including the © 
variables in Epiphany and Trinity. 


The eoicct ds are so 
spelled out that even the most inex-_ 
perienced teacher will find the helk p 
needed. 


AN ENCOUNTER WITH PIGEONS 

Every afternoon a man walks into 
Alamo Square in San Francisco with a 
bag of grain. He throws the grain to 
some 400 pigeons. He estimates that 
he buys 450 pounds of grain each week. 
He says “One week of my pay each 
month goes to the pigeons.” 


If you ask him why he does this he 
may tell you an exciting story of his 
experience with pigeons. 

John Sepp was a Russian pilot dur- 
ing World War I. His plane was crip- 
pled and he was wounded while fly- 
ing over Austorvi Forest on the Ger- 
man-Polish border. Wounded he lay 
practically helpless in the forest for 
18 days. 


While waiting for help he made 
use of the pigeons which he always 
earried in the plane. When he was 
hit, he noted his position, fastened 
the paper marking the position to the 
legs of one of the pigeons, and let it go. 
During the eighteen days of his ex- 
perience in the forest one of his 
specially trained pigeons came to him 
each day from headquarters bring- 
ing instructions and bouillon cubes. 
He was able with this help to remain 
alive until a rescue party was able to 
reach him. 


Today he is a window washer in 
the YMCA. The 3:00 P.M. walk to 
the park to feed the pigeons is his 
“thank-offering.” He is willing to 
spend nearly one fourth of his in- 
come to feed them. He does this be- 
cause he wants to do it. It would be 
hard to stop him. No one has told 
him that he must, and no one uses 
any “pressure” to get him to do it. 

The explanation for all of this is 
that he has an “I-want-to-do-it” ex- 
_ perience with pigeons. His encounter 

with them has left him with this. 
Because of what pigeons have done 
for him he received this desire to do 
something for them. 


A solid encounter with Jesus Christ 
is nearly 100% one of receiving some- 
thing from Him, forgiveness, hope, 
and strength. If it does not leave a 
sinner with a desire to give at least 
10% of his income to His Church, 
the genuineness of the encounter may 
need serious scrutiny. 


4 : 
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“How’s Your Health Doctor?” 


Editor, The Ansgar Lutheran 


Sir: 


What’s wrong with this picture? ...... 


A patient enters the doctor’s examination room and the first ques- 
tion is asked not by the doctor, but by the patient who right away 
says: “How’s your health, doctor?” The doctor tries to divert the 
discussion to the patient’s health, but the patient will not be put off 
and continues to press the point and concludes by giving the exasper- 
ated doctor a lecture about his health. 
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What’s wrong with that picture? The answer is obvious. 
Now what’s wrong with this one?..... 


A church member (and this picture is a very common one) enters 
the pastor’s office and right away says: “Are you saved?” Or he says 
(in a more courteous manner) that there are things he doesn’t like 
about the pastor and that if the pastor would do differently, everything 
would be better in the church, etc., etc. 


What’s wrong with that picture? The answer is again obvious to 
any Christian who can think straight, but there are many Christians 
who cannot think straight and about whom one wonders if they can 
think at all. 


To say, “The doctor can get sick,” is of course to state a truth. 


To say, “The pastor can commit sin,” is of course also to state a 
truth 


But I have known many Christians who have made it their solemn 
resolve to spend their lives reminding people that their pastors can 
sin, and do, indeed sin all the time. What they say is not a lie. But 
the pee aed: of their words creates an untruthful situation and thus, a _ 
lie is born. 


Take, for example, some people I dealt with in a particular con- | 
gregation. They were, typically, of a legalistic bent of mind. They ~ 
were people who did not admit to being sinful. Fearful that the 
pastor might put the finger on the sin in their lives, they promptly set 
out to assassinate the pastor’s character—tried to make him look too 
insincere to preach the truth, too sinful to serve well. Had they been 
able to accomplish their purpose, these Christians (and I use the word 
Christian, here with some reservation) would not have felt compelled 
to let the Word of God that the pastor preached really put the finger 
on them—for the pastor would have appeared to have unclean lips. 


It is the same as when a person who is afraid to discover that he _ | 
has a disease, tries hard to convince himself and others that the doctor 
trying to treat him is too sick himself to know what he is talking about. 


The whole point is: 


| 
A. Not that doctors cannot get sick. They can. They do. = | 
B. Not that pastors cannot sin. They can. They do. i | 
C. But the point is that doctors and pastors are robbed of their 
Sor 2 bein Vive eee make it their business to rebound right _ 
ack a e doctor or the pastor whatever ailm j e 4 
afraid to have diagnosed in themselves. ant ee an ) 


Possibly the most difficult obstacle in the work of the ministry is _ 
the continuing attempt by Christians who are ricgalens to ossene 
nate the characters of their pastor. For if the pastor can’ be made to _ 
appear unable to cope with his own sin burdens (though Christ is to 
bear his sin as well as that of others) then the deception created will _ 
make people lose confidence in their pastor’s ability to lead them to 
God through the avenue of penitence and forgiveness, a an 


Yours, i 
Scrip Sundry. LAs 
Editor’s Note: Scrip Sundry was treated for ulcers last week. . 3 


That is why he missed his column. Th <i 
Scrip’s thoughts in this state. € present column shows 


b; 
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COOPERATION WITH OTHER PROTESTANTS IN 
HOME MISSION STUDIES URGED BY NLC 


A proposal to cooperate more closely with other Prot- 
sstants in planning the establishments of new churches 
n,America was endorsed by the National Lutheran 
council at its 41st annual meeting in Milwaukee, Wis. 
his month. 


_ By a unanimous vote the council approved a state- 
ment on “Planning Together with Other Protestants” 
that will be transmitted to its participating bodies for 
ase as a guide and study document by their various 
- mission departments. 


Dr. F. Eppling Reinartz, ne president of the 
NLC, hailed the statement as “one of the genuinely im- 
sortant actions” of the four-day meeting. He said this 
marked an initial step toward solving “the dilemma 
et is involved for many when they are on the one 

d in the grip of confessional loyalties and on the 
er under the demand of lifting up Christ for all fel- 
o countrymen.” 


The proposal calls for common research, adequate 
sommunication of information, and a forum for con- 
sultation regarding norms, needs, and plans, through 
which Lutherans “can properly participate without com- 
promise of principle and yet fully share responsibility.” 
ra 

g Dr. H. Conrad Hoyer, executive secretary of the 
NLC’s Division of American Missions pointed out that 
66 million Americans were not members of any church, 
and that the number was increasing by more than a 
million each year, a fact, he said, which “challenges 


even pe best possible coordination of Protestant re- 
Burces.” 


” said that by sharing information and plans “Chris- 
concern as well as enlightened self-interest will 
pt denominations to avoid unnecessary duplication 


z= f fE rt.” 


In recommending adoption of the proposal Dr. Hoyer 
sured the council that there was no intention to sur- 
mder all rights to new territories, nor to assign areas 
ifically to other Protestants as is done in some 
esy arrangements in leading population centers. 


He said that the consultations might lead to mutual 
sements for a denomination to delay establishment 
anew congregation or to locate elsewhere, but stress- 
that the final determination would rest with each 
urch body. It would be based on each body’s under- 

ding of its responsibility in relation to the facts as 
own by cooperative study and, perhaps, guided by 
the group judgment. 
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Dana Students on Caravan Team 


Gail Koldenberg, senior, Gerald Martin, junior, and 
Lois Jensen and Paul Petersen, freshmen, comprise the 
1959 caravan team sponsored by the U.E.L.C. Luther 
League. 


These four students will work for the Luther League 
for the summer months doing survey and camp work. 
Pastor George Robertson, U.E.L.C. Youth Director, is 
in charge of this group. 


They will spend a semester of study with Pastor 
Robertson on Evangelism and other subjects in prepara- 
tion for their work. 


The first team was organized in 1957. This year makes _ 
the third year for the Petersen family to have a mem- 
ber on the team, as Noel went in 1957 and Pat in ’58. 


L.S.A. Topic: “Why Marriages Fail” 


The Rev. Wm. Thomsen, Dr. R. D. Jones, and a social 
worker from the Nebraska Psychiatric Institute will — 
discuss the topic “Why Marriages Fail.” This will be 
at the L.S.A. meeting, February 24, at 7:00 in the Can- 4 
teen lounge. The panel, consisting of a pastor, a psy- — 


Ges hoe pac i sh 


chiatrist, and a marriage counselor, will discuss the — 
problem as related to their various fields of study and PY 
work. A question and answer period will follow to give i 
the students a chance to clear up any problems that 
they may have. . a 

Dr. Madsen led the L.S.A. meeting Tuesday evening, 
February 17, on the problems of mixed marriages. Ag 
film strip “With This Ring,” formed the basis for Dr. : 
Madsen’s address which was followed by a discussion. ; 
period. 
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THE LUTHER LEAGUE 


LINES 


From 


OUR YOUTH DIRECTOR ___ 


HOW MUCH ROPE CAN YOU HANDLE? 
a2 By George J. Robertson 


“Give the calf more rope” is the cattleman’s way of 
Be. saying to his neighbor, “you ought to give that boy a 
little more freedom.” 

- Parents are responsible to God for the welfare of 

their children. Good parents realize that it is possible 
___ to give young people more liberty than the youth can 
-# use wisely. They also know that it is possible to re- 
strict a youth too much, thereby depriving him of the 
_ opportunity to develop self-reliance and the ability to 
_ make decisions. The big problem for parents is to know 
how much “rope” to give their children at a given 
_ time and place. 
-_ Usually, and I suppose quite naturally, young people 
think they could handle much more freedom than they 
re allowed by their parents. Some teen-agers are al- 
ways fighting the “rope.” They remind me of a calf 
_ which had just been tied with a strong rope to a fence 
_ post. He ran as far as the rope would permit him, swung 
_ around, and pulled until it looked as though his head 
would be pulled from his neck. Finally he discovered 
_ that there just wasn’t any more rope. Presently he 
_ also found that there was plenty of good grass within 
_ reach and that the rope allowed him ample opportunity 
_ to romp and get his exercise. 
_ Happy is the youth who learns to accept the limita- 
_ tions of the “rope” he gets from his parents and teach- 
_ ers. This is good preparation for life, Believe it or not, 
_ there will always be some kind of a “rope,” if not a 
_ “ball and chain,” to be taken into consideration, even 
when you become an adult. 

_ As a youth grows older and proves that he has the 
_ maturity of judgment and emotion to be trusted with 
greater freedom, that freedom will be given. The best 
way to get more “rope” is to prove that you can be 
_ trusted with the “rope” you already have. Emotional 
_ maturity is even more important than your age. If you 
_ want to prove that you are grown up, keep your emo- 
_ tions under control. 
pe, A reminder to parents is in order here. Because we 
have become so attached to our children we are reluct- 
ant to admit that they are growing up. Much harm has 
been done by treating a youth as a child when he was 
almost an adult. We can’t expect that youth today 
ig hould be content with what we had when we were 
4 young any more than we would be content with the 
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John W. Nielsen, Edite 


age. 
“To be fair to our children, we need to study condi 
tions as they are today. We need to know some ning 
about the opportunities and the temptations teen-ag i 
face today. Then we need to look to God in prayer sj 
that we will be able to make wise and kind decisiom 
about increasing the amount of freedom we give ou 
youth. 
A Christian family is a wonderful thing. No wonder 
It was God’s idea. He created it for the good of all iti 
members. Sin often sneaks in and mars the beauty | 
Christian family life, but the grace of God is sufficier 
to meet the need of the family as well as of the in 
dividual. Forgiveness makes a difference. Parents an 
children are all sinners. They need forgiveness from 
God and from each other every day. The family is 
clinic in human relations. Confessing their sins and ask 
ing forgiveness brings healing and new unders y 
Open discussion of problems usually leads to happy 
solutions. Here the individual learns the importan 
of taking the feelings and needs of others into consid 
tion. 
How much “rope” can you handle? The answer will 
depend on many things such as your spiritual and emod 
tional maturity, who your best friends are, how yoi 
are handling the freedoms you already have. =, 
Every increase in privilege carries with it a corres 
ponding increase in responsibility. How much mo! 
responsibility can you assume? Pray that God may 
guide you and your parents so that you get the freedon 
you need and can manage to the glory of God an d te 
the good of your family and neighbors. eng 


horse and buggy our father drove when he was 
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YOUTH OFFICE BULLETIN BOARD __ 
MARCHING ORDERS FOR MARCH ; 


MARCH IS MISSION MONTH IN LUTHER LEAGUE. 
“FORWARD WITH CHRIST WITH HIS REDEEM] 
GOSPEL” is the theme of the month, 


GORA TUDU OF INDIA GAVE US MISSION 
THEME SONG: Ue O85 aa 


“GO FORW 
PEOPLS ARD, O YE YOUNG 
GO FORWARD. ‘ee an 
GO TO THE ENDS OF THE WORLD, “i 
PREACH THE GOSPEL. = hale 
GO FORTH, GO FORTH, GO YE FORTH!” 
This song is in . ich tell . 
our Lohan Lavan Foreign Mice ve 
folders will be sent 


Office upon request. Soe bape to es 
int Aa ini pak Sad" Blaah oa 
Christ right here at home. “nol sp tila 
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Pictured at the Lutheran Brotherhood Building in Minneapolis are the youth 


directors who took part in the conference. They are (left to right): 


Dr. Marcus 


Rieke, A.L.C.; Dr. Wilton Bergstrand, Augustana; Pastor David Brown, E.L.C.; 


Pastor 


Elmer Witt, 


Missouri Synod; Pastor Arthur Bauer, U.L.C.A.; Pastor 


Merton Strommen, L.F.C.; Pastor George Robertson, U.E.L.C. 


ALL-LUTHERAN YOUTH LEADERS MEET 


Minneapolis was the site of the 1959 annual three- 
day meeting of the All-Lutheran Youth Leaders Coun- 
cil. Besides the pictured youth directors and Luther 
League presidents the group included other officers 
of eight Lutheran synods and members of the youth 
office staffs. The National Lutheran Council Division 
of College and University Work was represented by the 
new Executive Director, The Rev. Henry Hetland. 


The Conference speakers were: Mrs. Evelyn Millis 
Duvall, Ph.D., of Chicago, author of Facts of Life and 


Love for Teen-Agers, and other books on boy-girl rela- 
tionships; Doctor Kristofer Hagen, M.D. of Minneapolis, 
an ordained pastor of the L.F.C. who took medicine and 
served as a medical missionary for some time; and Dr. 
Fredrick Norstad, D.D., Professor at Luther Theological 
Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota. Various aspects of sex 
education were presented by these three specialists. 

As usual the meeting was highlighted with the: ex 
change of information on activity within the various 
synodical youth groups, display of materials, and view- 
ing of new film strips. 


Presidents in attendance at the 1959 annual three-day meeting of the Ali- 


Lutheran Youth Leaders Council in Minneapolis, Minn. are (left to right): Richard 
Jessen, A.E.L.C.; Wallace Bronner, Missouri Synod; Pastor Harry T. Sorenson, 
L.F.C.; Pastor LeRoy Andersen, U.E.L.C.; Robert Vogel, A.L.C.; Barry B. Olson, 
Augustana. 
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Master, to do great work 
Is far too weak! 


To build vast temples, 


Not knowing what came 


_ THE POTATO’S SOCIAL INLUENCE 


The potato has had much to do with 
a shaping human society. Two cultures 
in particular, each in its own way, 
offer striking examples of its influence. 
_ One is Ireland whose history has been 
bound up with the potato for more 
than 300 years. The other is ancient 
Peru, where for some 2,000 years the 
- potato was not only the staple of life 
_ butea spiritual symbol as well. It was 
from Peru, in fact, that the tuber 
came to Europe; investigations in re- 
cent years have left little doubt that 
_ the first European potatoes were of the 
_ Peruvian species, Solanum indigenum. 
_ The potato did not arrive in Europe 
_ until near the end of the 16th century. 
It has since been enormously im- 
_ proved. The tuber of today is a tri- 
-umph of breeding and selection; it 
3 differs from its Peruvian ancestor as 
much as does the race horse from its 
wild progenitor. 


The birthplace of this Peruvian po- 
_ tato, and the place where it was first 
_ cultivated, was in the uplands of the 
Andes between the altitudes of 6,000 
and 14,000 feet. In these lofty valleys 
and plateaus the potato’s nutritive 
value, its bountiful bearing and its 
_ good keeping qualities, in an environ- 
ment where the failure of crops was 
all too common, made it the pre- 
suitable food. 


probably the first farmers in history 
_to make a practice of reversing the 
‘sod. They worked in teams of at 
least four persons—two diggers drag- 
‘ ging plows to cut the turf, and two 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


ee  —————————— 


MOSAIC 


By Frances Ridley Havergal 


for Thee, my hand 


Thou givest what may suit, 
q é Some little chips to cut with care minute, 

h Or tint, or grave, or polish. Others stand 
Before their quarried marble, fair and grand, 
{ And make a life-work of the grand design 

| Which Thou hast traced; 
gloriously planned, 
Yet take the tiny stones which I have wrought 
Just one by one, as they were given by Thee, 


or, many-skilled, combine 


next in Thy wise thought. 


Let each stone by Thy master-hand of grace 
Form the mosaic as Thou wilt for me, 
And in Thy temple-pavement give it place. 


others, generally women, following 
them to turn it over. The Peruvians 
were also pioneers in the art of pre- 
serving food. After harvesting the 
potatoes they dehydrated part of the 
crop to keep it for later use. They 
spread the tubers on the ground and 
exposed them to the night frosts, 
then trod them with bare feet during 
the heat of the day to press out the 
moisture. After several days of this 
treatment the potatoes were dried and 
stored. 


—New England Almanac 


HOW RICH THY BOUNTIES 
By A. Flowerdew 


Fountain of mercy, God of love, 
How rich thy bounties are! 

The rolling seasons, as they move, 
Proclaim Thy constant care. 

The Spring’s sweet influence was 

Thine; 

The plants in beauty grew 

Thou gav’st refulgent suns to shine, 
And mild refreshing dew. 

These various mercies from above 
Matured the swelling grain; 

A yellow harvest crowns Thy love, 
And plenty fills the plain. 

Seed-time and harvest, Lord alone, 
Thou dost on man bestow; 

Let him not then forget to own, 
From whom his blessings flow. 
Fountain of love, our praise is Thine; 
To Thee our songs we'll raise, 

And all created nature join 
In sweet harmonious praise. 


—Life of Faith 


_ Grounds simultaneously. They plannee 


; 


THE FIRESIDE : i 


A LESSON FROM THE CULTS” 
By Leonard Price 3| 

The scholars of all ages have culti- 
vated the habit of gleaning the good 
from even the worst of the world’s 
teachings. So with the cults, thought 
we are appalled at their doctrine, we 
admire their relentless zeal. | 

Billy Graham, while speaking to a 
large group of Protestant ministers int 
San Francisco, quoted from an article: 
in Life Magazine dealing with the: 
phenomenal growth of the cults. The: 
Jehovah Witnesses were then making: 
plans to witness in New York cet 
They reserved Madison Square Gar-: 
den, Yankee Stadium, and the Polo: 
; 
to bring in 200,000 witnesses ie | 
were to visit each family in Nev 
York at least three times. How could 
such an effort fail to win them ec 
verts? 

The Mormons are equally 
As you study their doctrine, 
scarcely recognizable. Christ 
another great prophet like 


would put most of us to shame. Their: 
young men consider it the highest of 
honors to be called by the church for’ 
missionary service here or abroad.. 
They give two full years of service 
the church without pay. They 
supported by friends and relatives. 
I have questioned a number of then 
and find their devotion to duty to b 
awe-inspiring. 

If we had this zeal and churcl 
loyalty to go with our sound Biblica 
doctrine, we would see a phenomenal > 
growth. We must face up to the fact 
that our church has a much greate! 
potential that we are utilizing. C 
we not challenge the youth of o I 


which will make sacrifice a joy? a 
am confident that we can. — : 


CAN ONE? 
By Leroy A. Winters 


“You can’t fake it with you" 
Has often been rhymed; 

But say, can one leave it 
Entirely behind? > 
—Dukes, Michigans 


Salesman: What kind of car. do you 
want, Miss? Six or eight cylinders 
Timid Customer: Couldn’t I 
with one? Rate 


Nosey: What’s your untae : 
Jim: Private attendant. 
Nosey: To what do you attend . 
Jim: My own business. ae 


LOOK AT WESTERN PARANA 
(Continued from page 5) 


along we were made acutely aware 
bf the poverty of the people. Although 
many are for the first time having the 
Opportunity to own land, these first 
years are very hard as the people await 
heir first crops. It was not unusual 
0 see people living in one room huts 
nd sometimes even straw houses. 
Even in the towns, among those 
who were in businesses, there were no 
great number of indications of wealth. 
On the streets one would see people 


=a 


with clothing patched uniil little of 


although generally the people are 
ied and cleanly dressed. Many 


Ww ee one realizes that a working 
man’s wage is equivalent to some- 
yhere around a dollar a day, we can 
y see why the people are so 


odestly dressed and live in such mod- 


wierest and surprise to note that in 
yery single town we visited, even the 


<0! llywood, Calif., 
eo $45, Luth. World Action $11.30 
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most recent the Catholic Church, 
though very simple, was already pres- 
ent and in almost every case, with a 
resident priest. 

Nevertheless, we were equally im- 
pressed by the fact that there was only 
one missionary present in the whole 
area we surveyed, and though the es- 
tablished churches are strong in Bra- 
zil, they were all but absent here. 
Even where they were present, with 
one or two exceptions they had no 
pastors to serve them. The sects were 
noticeably present, particularly one 
native Brazilian group, but again with- 
out leadership and ministering only to 
those of their own little group. We 
could not help but come to the con- 
clusion that the towns we visited are 
in urgent need of evangelization. With 
their open minds and receptive hearts, 
they are “white unto harvest,” a peo- 
ple in need and ready to receive the 
Gospel as has already been seen in 
Cianorte. These people need to hear 
the glad tidings of God’s love in Christ 
Jesus, of salvation by faith as over 
against superstition and a trust in good 
works. Even in the older towns to the 


east where we visited and surveyed 
during the first week in January, and 
where established churches have made 
good beginnings, 


some there are 


_ Valley Luth. Church for General Fund, $320.32, Foreign Missions 


Poronto, Ont., Canada, Ansgar Luth. Coen ays rg ae Quota 
Bible Class for Bible Women in India nta 
ra, Colo., St. Mark’s Luth. Church for Synodical Quota $236.47, LWA $22.48 
anapolis, Ind., First Trinity Evan. Luth. Church for Synodical Quota 


eel Bluffs, Towa, Mr. and Mrs. L. P. Madsen for Home Missions in memory of Rev. P. G. 


Rasmussen and Rev. L. Jensen 


Mr. and Mrs. L. P. Madsen for Japan Mission in honor of Dr. J. M.T. Winther 


tland, Iowa, Rutland Trinity Luth. Ladies Aid for Home Missions 


Reese and Charley Wiese 


outh, Maine, Helen A. Lund for Luth. World Action in memory of M.r ‘and Mrs, John E. 


Smeets and Stanley C. Lund 


ook, Maine, Trinity Luth. Church in memory of Mrs. Rasmus Nielsen for LWA given 


by Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Aaskov 


For South American Mission by Women of Trinity Luth. Church 


<— Brazil Mission given by Niels Smith, Mrs. Maynard Jensen, Abbie Nelson, Jennie Nel- 
a ae Mr. and Mrs. oith Helson, Mr. and Mrs. Christian Winther, Mr. and Mrs. Keith 
a Miller, Mr. and rs. Stanley Estes, Mr. and Mrs. Everett Paulsen, Mr. and Mrs. Walter 


- Paulsen, Mr. and Mrs. Jorgen Sorensen, Mr. and and Mrs. Alfred Christiansen, Mr. and 


Mrs. Adolph Warming, Mr. and Mrs. Laurits Warming, Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Jensen, Pastor 
and Mrs. Allison Hansen, Mrs. Christine Peffer, 
Christensen, Mrs. Maren ‘Christensen, Mrs. ‘Anna. Kloth, Mrs. Marie Hansen, Miss Alma 
Hansen 


Mrs. Christine Nielsen, 


,Minn., St. Matthew Luth. Church for Foreign Missions 


chinson, Minn., Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Lamp for LWA in memory of father, A. F. Lamp, 


_and mother, “Ane Marie Nielsen 


[chinson, 


Hansen, Mission, Texas 


Minn., Faith Luth. Sunday School for Generai Mission Fund . 
nneapolis, Minn., Mr. and Mrs. William J. Von Stocken for LWA in memory of George 


Bay, Wis., Bethel Luth. Sunday School for Children’s Homes 
Wis. First English Ev. Luth. Sunday School for Childress s Homes 


yen by Fred Petersen for Japan Mission 


eke by Lester Madsen $1 and Wilke Hansen $5 for LWA 


a Mr. and Mrs. Holger Steffensen in memory of Rev. Paul Rasmussen for Dana 


and Mrs. George McGowen in memory of Rev. Paul Rasmussen for Dana College 
Mr, ana Iowa, Nazareth Luth. Sunday School for South America Mission and Japan Mis- 
each $20 
- Iowa, Nazareth Luch. Church for Foreign Missions 
Given by friends in memory of Andrew Block for Foreign Missions 
prey, Ev Luth. Church for General Fund © 


3 ee 


ap eee ae aes pe peers 1 f Children’s Homes 
Luth. Sun ool for i 
Mrs. H. P. Hansen and Grand in memory of Mrs. Christine Eskelsen for South 


Mission, Rev. a translation work 


2%, fase 


in memory of nee 


Mrs. Dagmar 
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thousands upon thousands who have 
not yet been reached by the messen- 
gers bringing the “Good News.” 

Many things continue to run through 
our minds as we think back upon the 
roads we traveled, the towns we vis- 
ited and the people we met. We will 
remember that Christian woman who 
said concerning her church, “We are 
so small. We need others here to help 
us.” We will remember the many 
people we saw walking up and down 
the streets, walking without the 
knowledge of a Saviour. And we will 
remember that young couple in one 
of the frontier towns who have waited’ 
two years for missionaries of the Lu- 
theran Chureh to come to their town. 
Lord, may their needs be fulfilled 
very soon. 
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NEW AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 2) 
estby, Mont.—Pastor Ejvind Niel- 
who suffered a broken leg last 
, preached for the first time after 


Mr. and Mrs. Thorvald Nielsen had 

their 25th wedding anniversary Oct. 
25. The congregation celebrated with 
them. Mrs. Jacob Radmussen passed 
e away Nov. 30, 1958. The congregation 
ieee on oe: oe He nee on met at the parsonage Jan. 18, to help 
shes but preached from a chair in , ; 
Bei Wis. peaple wane havet aig the pastor’s birthday. <A 
ve their pastor recover that much. uffet supper was served and a cotfee 
ster he hopes to be able to get table was presented to the parsonage 
family. 


OA See ae wR OP ene tc ee 


Blair, Nebraska, February 21, 1959. P. V. Hansen, Treasurer _ 
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Luck, Wis.——Luck Luth 
Rev. Reynold Tange, “Pastor 
building program on its 
congregation has acqui 
Property for building _ It 
ing fund of $24,000. 
and specifi cation of 
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ae INVEST YOUR SAVINGS IN CHURCH EXTENSION 


A. Who benefits from my money and for what is it used? 


Answer: Only the Church benefits because every 
dollar is used when given to Church Extension. 


, 


~ 


4 
3 
Z 
2 
j : B. Is it safe? 

5 Answer: More than $3.00 of first mortgage money 
3 on Church property secures every $2.00 invested. 


C. Can | get it back when | need it? 


Answer: Legally the money is returned upon matur- 
ity of the note, but in practice it is paid back when 
needed. 


“Bear ye 
one another’s 
burdens” 


D. What interest do | receive? 


Answer: Your investment will earn you up to 4% 
interest. . 


At the present, Church Extension assets are $264,000.00. 
The annual convention adopted a loan policy permitting 
loans up to 50% of the assets. Here is an opportunity for 
safe investment and a generous return on your money, and 
at the same time you are helping to build the Church. 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE TO: REV. K. M. MATTHIESEN, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
BOARD OF HOME MISSIONS, 1420 MELROSE AVENUE, MINNEAPOLIS 26, MINNESOTA — 
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SEMINARY LIBRARY 
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CAPITAL UNIVERSITY 


Based on the 
Apostles’ Creed 


Materials include a workbook, activity packet, 
and teacher’s guide for each of the four age 
levels, plus a booklet for the home and a 
superintendent’s guide. Related supplies in- 
clude a Pupil’s VCS Certificate, Church Bulle- 
tin, Letterhead, Offering Envelope. 


Write for a full-color brochure giving 
complete descriptions and prices. 


SAMPLE KIT available. Order yours 
now. Only $2.95. 


Lutheran Publishing House 


138 North 17th Street 
Blair, Nebraska 


COLUMBUS 9 OHIO 


JAN59 


BIBLICAL MATERIAL PREPARED FOR USE BY LUTHERAN CHURCHES 


THE COURSE is designed to teach what we believe about God the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; to help each child understand what the Bible tells 
of the living God; to alert each child to the difference believing in God makes 
in his life; to widen each child’s appreciation of other believers in Christian 
churches throughout the world. 


NURSERY KINDERGARTEN PRIMARY JUNIOR INTERMEDIATE 


Colorful use of creative work, Bible stories, 
and life experiences, to give the Creed mean- 
ing for each age level, makes WE BELIEVE 
an outstanding series. Teachers and pupils 
will be enthusiastic about emphasis and wide 
variety of expressional activity, items to make 
and take home for sharing of the learning 
experiences—songbooks, pictures, puzzles, cen- 
terpieces, box movies, charts, booklets, book 
plates, puppets, mobiles, games, “My Christian 
Year” calendars, plaques, cut-outs, symbols, 
and many others. Complete teacher's helps. 


WORKBOOKS, 35c ACTIVITY PACKETS, 64c (Nursery, 79c) TEACHER'S GUIDES, $1.00 
SUPERINTENDENT'S GUIDE, $1.00 WE BELIEVE--AT HOME, 12c¢; 12, $1.20; 100, $9.00 


PLEASE SEND A 1959 VCS SAMPLE KIT FOR $2.95, 


| enclose $ 


Name 


Address. 
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